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Commentary on: Wandner  LD, Heft  MW, Lok  BC, et al. The impact of patients’ gender, race, and age on health care professionals’ pain management decisions: an online survey using virtual human technology. Int J Nurs Stud 2014;51:726–33.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMed
Implications for practice and research
	Healthcare providers from different fields may respond differently to patients with pain. On average, nurses rated pain intensity higher than physicians and were more likely to prescribe opioids.

	Patient demographic characteristics may influence nurses' and physicians’ perceptions of pain intensity and decisions to treat pain with opioid analgesics.

	This study must be replicated with a more robust study design before findings can be translated into recommendations for intervention.



Context
A growing body of evidence documents the existence of pain management and treatment disparities by sex, race and age. For instance, racial and … 
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