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    Seguire M, Chalmers KI.Late adolescent female smoking.J Adv Nurs2000 Jun;31:1422–9OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science
 
 QUESTION: What are the smoking patterns of late adolescent girls?


      
      
    
Design
Ethnography.

Setting
6 high schools in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.



  





Participants
25 adolescent girls aged 18 or 19 years (mean age 18 y) who were current (n=23) or former smokers (n=2) and attending high school. Participants were recruited using purposive sampling techniques.

Methods
Semistructured interviews of 30–40 minutes each were done in a private room in the girls' schools. Interviews were tape recorded, transcribed verbatim, and analysed using an open coding system. Categories were formed until data saturation was reached.

Main findings
4 major categories that described the smoking patterns of the late adolescent girls emerged in the form of stories.
The start story described when and why the girls began their smoking behaviour. Smoking behaviour emerged at varying ages from early puberty to late adolescence and stemmed from a need to “fit in” socially, to portray a “cool” or “mature” image, and to rebel. Peer and family influence … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
          Source of funding: no external funding. 
        

	
          For correspondence: Ms M Seguire, Faculty of Nursing, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2, Canada. Fax +1 204 474 7682.
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