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Discussion of Kelley MM, Zadvinskis IM, Miller PS, et al (2022). United States nurses’ experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic: a grounded theory. J Clin Nursing 2022; 31: 2167– 80. https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.16032.
Introduction to constructivist grounded theory
Grounded theory (GT) was first developed as a research method in the mid-to-late 1960s by Barney Glaser and Anselm Strauss, stemming from their sociological research into the care of dying patients.1 The fundamental philosophy behind GT is that theory can be generated from the collection and analysis of data. As such, GT offers an alternative to established methods of research rooted in the testing of hypotheses or simple description of phenomena.
Since its development in the 1960s, GT has evolved, matured and become increasingly prevalent within nursing research. Though the core principle of theory being generated from data remains intact, different ‘schools’ of GT have developed over the decades. Two of these reflect the fact that the original pioneers of the method—Glaser and Strauss—moved away from each other theoretically, leading to the development of ‘Glaserian’ and ‘Straussian’ schools of GT.1




  




Though the Glaserian and Straussian schools have different approaches to data analysis and theory generation, they both remain reliant on a positivist philosophy in which the objective ‘truth’ can be uncovered by a researcher who is detached from this reality. Offering a different viewpoint, Kathy Charmaz proposed constructivist grounded theory (CGT),2 in which researcher cannot be viewed as separate from the emerging findings. In CGT, the researcher does not simply collect data, identify emerging themes and generate theory. Instead, they work with participants to construct a reality that is shaped by all those it includes. During a study then, these unique realities will … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Twitter @barrett1972

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: RCNi]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Write for Us
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-9618Print ISSN: 1367-6539

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & RCN Publishing Company Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


