





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Evidence-Based Nursing]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 19, Issue 4 
	Relevance of social media to nurses and healthcare: ‘to tweet or not to tweet’


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EBN opinion


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Relevance of social media to nurses and healthcare: ‘to tweet or not to tweet’
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Kirsten Huby, 
	Joanna Smith

	School of Healthcare, University of Leeds, Leeds, UK


	Correspondence to
: Dr Joanna Smith,
 School of Healthcare, University of Leeds, Baines Wing, Leeds LS2 9UT, UK; j.e.smith1{at}leeds.ac.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/eb-2016-102476

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EBN engages readers through a range of online social media activities to debate issues important to nurses and nursing. EBN Opinion papers highlight and expand on these debates.

Background
Online social media tools and platforms such as Facebook, MySpace, Tumblr, Blogger and Twitter are increasingly being used by nurses and health professionals for professional development, to share health information to global communities and as a way of providing personalised care to individual patients.1 Twitter is probably the most recognised of the online microblogging platforms, launched in 2006 (https://about.twitter.com/company/press/milestones) now has ∼310 million monthly active users (https://about.twitter.com/company). Over the past 10 years, Twitter has been used in many different ways by individuals, professional bodies and organisations, and there is a developing evidence base supporting the use of Twitter professionally.2 ,3 The potential value and opportunities for using social media tools and platforms in healthcare has resulted in guidelines and policies on how to use social media professionally beginning to emerge.3 ,4 Although for many nurses the use of social media is part of everyday life, with individuals choosing how to engage with online tools and platforms, and use and share information, there can be challenges to ensure that personal and professional boundaries are not blurred. For others, the value and connectivity of the social world lacks relevance and therefore many health professionals remain sceptical about the usefulness of … 
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