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Implications for practice and research

	■ The paper's findings align with previous evidence establishing a link between levels of nurse staffing and patient outcomes, and are important for policy makers and other stakeholders to consider.

	■ Future evaluations should include all patients who may have been impacted by such policies, and use more rigorous methods to investigate a possible causal link between the policy and those outcomes.





Context

Research has indicated that nurse staffing levels are often related to patient outcomes and this has led some to propose that staffing levels should be set at a statutory minimum; it is not clear, however, whether such policies are effective. Ongoing monitoring and evaluation of policies and practices are essential to the efficiency of healthcare planning and service delivery. An investigation of the impact of the nursing hours per … 
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