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 Q What are the benefits and risks of aspirin for primary prevention of cardiovascular (CV) disease in women and men?

METHODS
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Data sources:
Medline (1966 to March 2005), bibliographies of retrieved articles, and monitoring of major scientific meetings.
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Study selection and assessment:
randomised controlled trials (RCTs) that allocated participants to aspirin or a control group for primary prevention of CV disease and outcomes included CV mortality, myocardial infarction (MI), and stroke. Quality of individual studies was assessed based on allocation concealment, follow up, and objectivity of outcome assessments. 6 RCTs (51 342 women and 44 114 men, mean age 55–65 y) met the … 
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	For correspondence: Dr D L Brown, SUNY-Stony Brook Health Sciences Center, Stony Brook, NY, USA. david.brown{at}stonybrook.edu

	Source of funding: not stated.
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