





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 7, Issue 2 
	Evaluation of studies of causation (aetiology)


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EBN users' guide


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Evaluation of studies of causation (aetiology)
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Joy Adamson, PhD

	Department of Health Sciences
 University of York
 York, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ebn.7.2.36

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	causality
	risk factors
	evidence-based medicine
	epidemiology

CLINICAL SCENARIO
You have been appointed as the Nurse Manager of a nursing home that provides long term care for older people and have become aware that a large proportion of residents have pressure ulcers. You know that many preventive measures, such as special beds and mattresses, are promoted, but feel unsure as to which residents are most at risk and which characteristics predict those most likely to develop pressure ulcers. Although you know there are some pressure ulcer risk prediction tools available, you are not sure that these would apply to your residents and so would like to read some original research on the topic. Your long term goal is to ensure that care is targeted at those residents at highest risk so that preventable ulcers are avoided. Your focused clinical question is which characteristics of nursing home residents place them at higher risk of pressure ulcer development?

THE SEARCH
You begin by searching Evidence-Based Nursing Online (www.evidencebasednursing.com) using the search term “pressure ulcer*”. This search identifies 8 abstracts, none of which address questions of risk factors. Similarly, a search of Evidence-Based Medicine finds no relevant studies. You try PubMed (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov), which is freely available online. You select the Clinical Queries search option, and the “Etiology” search because you are looking for articles concerned with the causation of pressure ulcers. You decide that your search should emphasise sensitivity over specificity so that you can minimise the risk of missing relevant articles. Your search terms are “pressure ulcer*” AND “nursing home*”. This search identifies 32 abstracts, one of which, “A longitudinal study of risk factors associated with the formation of pressure ulcers in nursing homes” sounds relevant.1



  





TYPES OF RESEARCH STUDIES
Studies that consider risk factors (often referred to as exposures) for certain diseases (often referred to as outcomes) are generally called analytical observational studies. They are … 
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