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 Question What is the effectiveness of diets, drug treatment, and behavioural interventions for infantile colic?


      
      
      
    
Data sources
Studies were identified by searching Medline (1966–96), EMBASE/Excerpta Medica (1986–95), and the Cochrane Controlled Trials Register with the terms colic and crying. Bibliographies of relevant studies were scanned.

Study selection
Published studies on the treatment of infantile colic were selected if reduction in crying or colic was the main outcome measure. Exclusion criteria were publication in abstracts or letters, infants with a normal pattern of crying or whose mothers had not complained about the crying, infants ≥6 months old, <3 days treatment, or no control group.



  





Data extraction
Data were extracted on age, sex, age at onset of infantile colic, number of hours of crying each day, proportions of breast fed … 
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    Footnotes
	
          Source of funding: in part, Praeventie Fonds.
        

	
          For correspondence: Dr P L Lucassen, Akkerroosstraat 18, 5761 Ex Bakel, the Netherlands. Fax +31 49 234 3975.
        

	
          A modified version of this abstract appears in Evidence-Based Medicine.
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