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Commentary on: Wallner  LP, Porten  S, Meenan  RT, et al. Prevalence and severity of undiagnosed urinary incontinence in women. Am J Med 2009;122:1037–42.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science


Urinary incontinence (UI) is highly prevalent, especially in older people and women, and can have a tremendous effect on quality of life.1 ,2 With the ageing of the population, the number of people with UI will increase rapidly. To date, research on UI has focused on prevalence, risk factors and treatment options. UI is still considered a taboo topic, and patients and healthcare workers are reluctant to discuss the problem, for different reasons.3 The study by Wallner and colleagues is one of the few that describe the prevalence and severity of undiagnosed UI in community-dwelling women.
This study aimed to determine the prevalence and severity of undiagnosed UI in women aged 25–80 years. Data from the Kaiser Permanente Northwest managedcare population were used. A questionnaire on … 
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