





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Evidence-Based Nursing]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Write for Us
	About
	EBN Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 11, Issue 1 
	The use of qualitative evidence in clinical care


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EBN notebook


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      The use of qualitative evidence in clinical care
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Lena Nordgren, 
	Margareta Asp, 
	Ingegerd Fagerberg

	Department of Caring and Public Health Sciences, Mälardalen University, Eskilstuna, Sweden 





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ebn.11.1.4

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Evidence-based nursing provides nurses with the means to use results from research in a systematic way, informing care that is balanced with and tailored to patients’ specific needs. Nursing research comprises far more qualitative than experimental studies. Findings from qualitative research can provide nurses with information to develop and improve professional care. However, many qualitative studies provide few clues as to the ways in which their findings might be applied to clinical practice. Some authors argue that the responsibility for providing such clues should not rest with researchers: “It is the reader who has to ask, what is there in this study that I can apply to my own situation and what clearly does not apply” (p34, emphasis added).1
Nevertheless, the question of “application” remains. How can the findings of studies based on narratives from a few informants be applied to caring situations with other patients? In other words, can the findings of qualitative studies be regarded as generalisable?



  





ASSESSING GENERALISABILITY OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH
There are 2 main approaches to assessing generalisability of qualitative research. The first is to acknowledge that many quantitative techniques fail to adhere to strictly probabilistic sampling (eg, stratified random sampling). Qualitative studies are simply alternative forms of research, albeit forms that deviate from probabilistic assumptions. Nevertheless, researchers must still demonstrate that the findings are in some way representative of the population to which the findings are to be generalised.2 Hammersly3 suggests that researchers can draw on statistics and deliberate diversity in study settings to establish similarities between the study and wider populations.
The second means of making sense of generalisability in qualitative research is to argue that “phenomena are [so] intimately tied to the times and contexts in which they are found” that generalisability, as we normally make sense of it in a clinical trial, is impossible. … 
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